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world. Lion-hearted men are superbly commemo-
rated by this lion.

The height of the statue from the top of the
pedestal is about twenty feet. The material of which
it is made, marble of Boeotia, was once,, 1 believe,
blue-gray. It is now gray and yellow. The lion is
sitting, but in an attitude that suggests fierce vital-
ity. Both the huge front paws seem to grasp the
pedestal almost as if the claws were extended in an
impulse of irresistible anger. The head is raised.
The expression on the face is wonderful There is
in it a savage intensity of feeling that is rarely to be
found in anything Greek. But the savagery is en-
nobled in some mysterious way by the sublime art
of the sculptor, is lifted up and made ideal, eternal.
It is as if the splendid rage in the souls of all men
who ever have died fighting on a losing side had been
gathered up by the soul of the sculptor, and con-
veyed by him whole into his work. The mysterious
human spirit, breathed upon from eternal regions,
glows in this divine lion of Greece.

Various writers on the scenery of Greece have de-
scribed it as "alpine" in character. One has even
used the word in connection with some of the moun-
tain-ranges that may be seen from the plain of
Attica. Such distracting visions of Switzerland did
not beset my spirit as I traveled through a more
beautiful and far more romantic land, absolutely

151